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The legitimacy of the North Korean state is based solely on the leaders’ personal legitimacy, and is
maintained by the indoctrination of people with leader symbols and the enactment of leadership cults in daily
life. It can thus be dubbed a "leader state". The frequency of leader symbols and the richness and scale of
leader-symbol-making in North Korea are simply unrivalled. Furthermore, the personality cults of North
Korean leaders are central to people’s daily activity, critically affecting their minds and emotions. Both
leader symbols and cult activities are profoundly entrenched in the institutions and daily life, and if separated
and cancelled, the North Korean state would be transformed.

This book analyses North Korea as a "leader state", focusing on two elements, leader symbols and cult
activities. It argues that these elements have been, and continue to be, the backbone of North Korea, shaping
North Korean culture. To reveal the "leader state" character, the book specifically examines North Korea’s
leadership cults, its use of leader symbols in these cults, and the nature of the symbolism involved. How has
the North Korean state developed the cult of the Kim Il Sung family? How does the state use leader symbols
to perpetuate this cult? How has the state developed myths and rituals that sustain the cult in daily life? What
leader images has state propaganda manufactured? How does the state’s manipulation of leader symbols
affect the symbolism that is assigned to the leader’s actions? In answering these questions, this book sheds
new light on the strength and resilience of the North Korean state, and shows how it has been able to survive
even the most difficult economic period of the mid-1990s.

Leader Symbols and Personality Cult in North Korea will be essential reading for students and scholars of
North Korea, Korean politics, Asian politics, political sociology and visual politics.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Aultman:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Leader Symbols and Personality Cult
in North Korea: The Leader State (Routledge Advances in Korean Studies) book as nice and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Kathy Fredette:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read
you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a book. The book Leader Symbols and Personality Cult in North
Korea: The Leader State (Routledge Advances in Korean Studies) it doesn't matter what good to read. There
are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you
did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Roger Borquez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Leader Symbols and Personality Cult in
North Korea: The Leader State (Routledge Advances in Korean Studies) e-book written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written
in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
uncertainty Leader Symbols and Personality Cult in North Korea: The Leader State (Routledge Advances in
Korean Studies) as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

Brenda Luna:

The book untitled Leader Symbols and Personality Cult in North Korea: The Leader State (Routledge
Advances in Korean Studies) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with
easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry,
you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new



time of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so
you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.
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