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In the waning years of the Roman Empire, Jews, Christians, and pagans alike used rituals to bridge the gap
between the human and the divine. Depending on one’s point of view, however, such rituals could be labeled
negatively as "magic" or positively as "theurgy." This has led to numerous problems of interpretation,
including marginalizing certain ritual practices as magic or occult while privileging others as genuine or
orthodox. In Icons of Power, Naomi Janowitz sifts through the polemics to make sense of the daunting
mosaic of religious belief and practice in Late Antiquity.

From rabbis who ascended to heavenly places, to sorcerers seeking to harm enemies with spells, to
alchemists working metals to purify the soul, Janowitz reveals how ritual practitioners held common
assumptions about why their rituals worked and about how to perform those rituals. Indeed, such
assumptions were so much a part of the inherited mentality of the age that they were, for the most part, never
explained—and this is precisely what Janowitz accomplishes in Icons of Power. By shifting the discussion
out of the rhetoric of "magic" or "mysticism" and describing the mechanisms of ritual with semiotic terms,
she moves us beyond the value-laden terminology of ancient polemicists and modern scholars so that we can
better see how these rituals worked and how they affected the social identities of their followers.

Janowitz recovers a lost world of religious expression that has been clouded by misinterpretation for many
centuries. In the process, Icons of Power makes an important contribution to our understanding of society in
Late Antiquity.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Overbay:

The reserve untitled Icons of Power: Ritual Practices in Late Antiquity (Magic in History) is the e-book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did
a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Icons of Power: Ritual Practices in Late Antiquity (Magic in
History) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Paul Weston:

Exactly why? Because this Icons of Power: Ritual Practices in Late Antiquity (Magic in History) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret
the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book
will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and
your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to
the book store hurriedly.

John Wiser:

Icons of Power: Ritual Practices in Late Antiquity (Magic in History) can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Icons of
Power: Ritual Practices in Late Antiquity (Magic in History) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Blanche Jackson:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
item when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Icons of Power: Ritual
Practices in Late Antiquity (Magic in History) to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it
and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open
a book and read it. Beside that the publication Icons of Power: Ritual Practices in Late Antiquity (Magic in
History) can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of the time.
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