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"Tactical bombing," Gen. Jimmy Doolittle reportedly observed, "is breaking the milk bottle. Strategic
bombing is killing the cow." Most nations have historically chosen between building tactical and strategic air
forces; rarely has a state given equal weight to both. The advantages of tactical air power are obvious today
as small wars and petty tyrants bedevil us, but in a Cold War world split between continental superpowers,
strategic bombing took precedence. According to Craig C. Hannah, the effect on America's tactical air arm
was just short of calamitous.

In the 1960s, the U.S. Air Force lacked both the equipment and properly trained pilots to assure air
superiority because the Tactical Air Command (TAC) had become little more than a handmaiden to the
Strategic Air Command (SAC). TAC focused primarily on the interdiction of enemy bombers and virtually
ignored its other responsibilities, such as providing close support of ground troops with conventional
weapons and the interdiction of enemy fighters over the battlefield. Its aircraft were designed to fly at
supersonic speeds and shoot long-range, radar-guided missiles at large, lumbering bombers and not to
engage in dog fights with highly maneuverable MiGs. Its premier fighter, the F-4 Phantom, lacked an
internal cannon that was so crucial to the accomplishment of TAC's mission, and its pilot training programs
were ill-suited for the air war over Southeast Asia. The arrival of surface-to-air-missiles in North Vietnam in
1965 also found the Air Force with neither the tactics nor the weapons needed to neutralize that threat.

Hannah shows how a tactical air force that won a total victory in World War II deteriorated into a second-
rate force flying aging aircraft during the early years of the Cold War; recovered briefly over Korea, where a
combination of the F-86 Sabre and superior pilot training gave American pilots the edge in MiG Alley; then
slid rapidly into obsolescence during the 1950s as defensive policy privileged the more cost-effective SAC
and relegated TAC to the role of continental defense. His discussion of what makes a fighter aircraft work is
superb; his explanation of why America's fighter aircraft did not work in Vietnam is instructive and
unsettling.

Hannah explains how TAC struggled through the war in Vietnam to emerge in the 1970s as the best-
equipped and best-trained tactical air force in the world. He side-steps politics and inter-service rivalries to
focus on the nuts and bolts of tactical air power. The result is a factual, informative account of how an air
force loses its way and finds its mission again.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Cook:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question
due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Striving for Air Superiority: The
Tactical Air Command in Vietnam (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) to read.

Judith Robinson:

The actual book Striving for Air Superiority: The Tactical Air Command in Vietnam (Williams-Ford Texas
A&M University Military History Series) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
profit. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write
this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Patricia Cockrell:

This Striving for Air Superiority: The Tactical Air Command in Vietnam (Williams-Ford Texas A&M
University Military History Series) is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences within it.
So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Striving for Air
Superiority: The Tactical Air Command in Vietnam (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History
Series) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no
book that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Robert Oshea:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Striving for Air Superiority: The Tactical Air Command in Vietnam
(Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) can make you truly feel more interested to



read.
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