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The grave robbing of one of the country's wealthiest Gilded Age merchants?Alexander T. Stewart, the
Merchant Prince of Manhattan?set off a firestorm in the media, and one of the most celebrated police
investigations in the city's history. Immortalized in Mark Twain's humorous story, The Stolen White
Elephant, this crime captured the imagination of the American public. Against the backdrop of high society
Manhattan, and Gilded Age decadence, this book chronicles the case of the missing body of the Merchant of
Manhattan and reveals some of the more unseemly and unusual sides of nineteenth century urban life.

Along with the likes of Carnegie, Rockefeller, Vanderbilt, and Morgan, Alexander T. Stewart made his
fortune during the years when America industrialized. By the time of his death in 1876, Stewart, known as
the Merchant Prince of Manhattan, had amassed a fortune estimated between $40 and $50 million. Snubbed
by other Manhattan elites, he died lonely and miserable, his body interred in a vault at St. Mark's churchyard
in Manhattan, awaiting relocation to the Long Island suburb he had dreamed of planning. But on the morning
of November 7, 1878, the vault was discovered to have been emptied, the body gone. Few clues remained at
the scene, and the public and press began speculating about the identity of the culprits. Grave robbing was
not uncommon in the 19th century, as medical schools needed cadavers for their experiments but were often
barred from using them; grave robbers seized the opportunity. Others speculated that a ransom was the
motive, or that the stunt was meant as a political statement,a backlash against the wealthy. The newspapers
fought fiercely for exclusive coverage and stories that could outdo their rivals. Suspects were arrested, but
released when it was revealed that publicity had motivated their false confessions. And local clergy took the
opportunity to equate the grave robbery with other sinful behavior, such as drinking and prostitution.
Spiritualists and clairvoyants offered their services, but were quickly dismissed by the police and the press.
The police continued to bungle the investigation, and ultimately the body was never recovered.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Davidson:

The book The Missing Corpse: Grave Robbing a Gilded Age Tycoon make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Missing
Corpse: Grave Robbing a Gilded Age Tycoon to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
open and read a reserve The Missing Corpse: Grave Robbing a Gilded Age Tycoon. Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Patrick Richards:

The book The Missing Corpse: Grave Robbing a Gilded Age Tycoon can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book
The Missing Corpse: Grave Robbing a Gilded Age Tycoon? Several of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book The Missing Corpse: Grave Robbing a Gilded Age Tycoon has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Willie Alford:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The Missing Corpse: Grave Robbing a Gilded Age Tycoon book is readable by
simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
connected with The Missing Corpse: Grave Robbing a Gilded Age Tycoon content conveys the idea easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Missing Corpse: Grave Robbing a Gilded
Age Tycoon is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Dolores Rawson:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill
your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the guide untitled The Missing Corpse: Grave Robbing a Gilded Age



Tycoon can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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