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Ever since the French Revolution, Madame de Pompadour's comment, "Après moi, le déluge" (after me, the
deluge), has looked like a callous if accurate prophecy of the political cataclysms that began in 1789. But
decades before the Bastille fell, French writers had used the phrase to describe a different kind of selfish
recklessness--not toward the flood of revolution but, rather, toward the flood of public debt. In Before the
Deluge, Michael Sonenscher examines these fears and the responses to them, and the result is nothing less
than a new way of thinking about the intellectual origins of the French Revolution.

In this nightmare vision of the future, many prerevolutionary observers predicted that the pressures generated
by modern war finance would set off a chain of debt defaults that would either destroy established political
orders or cause a sudden lurch into despotic rule. Nor was it clear that constitutional government could keep
this possibility at bay. Constitutional government might make public credit more secure, but public credit
might undermine constitutional government itself.

Before the Deluge examines how this predicament gave rise to a widespread eighteenth-century interest in
figuring out how to establish and maintain representative governments able to realize the promise of public
credit while avoiding its peril. By doing so, the book throws new light on a neglected aspect of modern
political thought and on the French Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Kelly Watson:

Here thing why this Before the Deluge: Public Debt, Inequality, and the Intellectual Origins of the French
Revolution are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends
in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Before the Deluge: Public Debt,
Inequality, and the Intellectual Origins of the French Revolution giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no publication that similar with Before the
Deluge: Public Debt, Inequality, and the Intellectual Origins of the French Revolution. It gives you thrill
looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even
in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
Before the Deluge: Public Debt, Inequality, and the Intellectual Origins of the French Revolution in e-book
can be your alternative.

David Clark:

This book untitled Before the Deluge: Public Debt, Inequality, and the Intellectual Origins of the French
Revolution to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read
this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store
or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your
account to past this publication from your list.

Rosalie Castillo:

Beside this particular Before the Deluge: Public Debt, Inequality, and the Intellectual Origins of the French
Revolution in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you
feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Before the Deluge: Public Debt,
Inequality, and the Intellectual Origins of the French Revolution because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not
end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from
now!

Jon Fuselier:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and Before the Deluge: Public Debt, Inequality, and



the Intellectual Origins of the French Revolution or others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created
for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Before the Deluge: Public Debt, Inequality, and the
Intellectual Origins of the French Revolution to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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