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Walden (first published as Walden; or, Life in the Woods) is an American book written by noted
transcendentalist Henry David Thoreau,a reflection upon simple living in natural surroundings. The work is
part personal declaration of independence, social experiment, voyage of spiritual discovery, satire, and
manual for self-reliance. First published in 1854, it details Thoreau's experiences over the course of two
years, two months, and two days in a cabin he built near Walden Pond, amidst woodland owned by his friend
and mentor Ralph Waldo Emerson, near Concord, Massachusetts. The book compresses the time into a
single calendar year and uses passages of four seasons to symbolize human development.

By immersing himself in nature, Thoreau hoped to gain a more objective understanding of society through
personal introspection. Simple living and self-sufficiency were Thoreau's other goals, and the whole project
was inspired by transcendentalist philosophy, a central theme of the American Romantic Period. As Thoreau
made clear in his book, his cabin was not in wilderness but at the edge of town, about two miles (3 km) from
his family home.

[Reception]

Walden enjoyed some success upon its release, but still took five years to sell 2,000 copies. Despite its slow
beginnings, later critics have praised it as an American classic that explores natural simplicity, harmony, and
beauty. The American poet Robert Frost wrote of Thoreau, "In one book ... he surpasses everything we have
had in America".

Critics were generally split over Thoreau's "Walden". Scottish author Robert Louis Stevenson judged
Thoreau’s endorsement of living alone in natural simplicity, apart from modern society, to be a mark of
effeminacy, calling it "womanish solicitude; for there is something unmanly, something almost dastardly"
about the lifestyle. Poet John Greenleaf Whittier criticized what he perceived as the message in Walden that
man should lower himself to the level of a woodchuck and walk on four legs. He said: "Thoreau's Walden is
a capital reading, but very wicked and heathenish... After all, for me, I prefer walking on two legs".

Today, Walden stands as one of America's most celebrated works of literature. John Updike wrote of
Walden, "A century and a half after its publication, 'Walden' has become such a totem of the back-to-nature,
preservationist, anti-business, civil-disobedience mindset, and Thoreau so vivid a protester, so perfect a
crank and hermit saint, that the book risks being as revered and unread as the Bible" The American
psychologist B. F. Skinner wrote that he carried a copy of Walden with him in his youth, and eventually
wrote Walden Two in 1945, a fictional utopia about 1,000 members who live together in a Thoreau-inspired
community.
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From reader reviews:

Horace Godbolt:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Walden : or, Life in
the Woods - [Annotated & Special Illustrated Edition] [Free Audio Links] book as beginner and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Josette Roscoe:

The book untitled Walden : or, Life in the Woods - [Annotated & Special Illustrated Edition] [Free Audio
Links] is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will
be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they
share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Walden : or, Life in the Woods
- [Annotated & Special Illustrated Edition] [Free Audio Links] from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Kelly McDowell:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled
Walden : or, Life in the Woods - [Annotated & Special Illustrated Edition] [Free Audio Links] your thoughts
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will
end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then become one application form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Walden : or, Life in the Woods -
[Annotated & Special Illustrated Edition] [Free Audio Links] giving you an additional experience more than
blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us
teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking
at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Charles Stubblefield:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Walden : or, Life in
the Woods - [Annotated & Special Illustrated Edition] [Free Audio Links] which is obtaining the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's find.



Download and Read Online Walden : or, Life in the Woods -
[Annotated & Special Illustrated Edition] [Free Audio Links] Henry
David Thoreau #35G0BYPQEHO



Read Walden : or, Life in the Woods - [Annotated & Special
Illustrated Edition] [Free Audio Links] by Henry David Thoreau for
online ebook

Walden : or, Life in the Woods - [Annotated & Special Illustrated Edition] [Free Audio Links] by Henry
David Thoreau Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good
books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online
library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Walden : or, Life in the Woods -
[Annotated & Special Illustrated Edition] [Free Audio Links] by Henry David Thoreau books to read online.

Online Walden : or, Life in the Woods - [Annotated & Special Illustrated Edition] [Free
Audio Links] by Henry David Thoreau ebook PDF download

Walden : or, Life in the Woods - [Annotated & Special Illustrated Edition] [Free Audio Links] by
Henry David Thoreau Doc

Walden : or, Life in the Woods - [Annotated & Special Illustrated Edition] [Free Audio Links] by Henry David Thoreau
Mobipocket

Walden : or, Life in the Woods - [Annotated & Special Illustrated Edition] [Free Audio Links] by Henry David Thoreau
EPub


