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In the middle of the fourteenth century, the Franciscan friar John of Rupescissa sent a dramatic warning to
his followers: the last days were coming; the apocalypse was near. Deemed insane by the Christian church,
Rupescissa had spent more than a decade confined to prisons—in one case wrapped in chains and locked
under a staircase—yet ill treatment could not silence the friar's apocalyptic message.

Religious figures who preached the end times were hardly rare in the late Middle Ages, but Rupescissa's
teachings were unique. He claimed that knowledge of the natural world, and alchemy in particular, could act
as a defense against the plagues and wars of the last days. His melding of apocalyptic prophecy and quasi-
scientific inquiry gave rise to a new genre of alchemical writing and a novel cosmology of heaven and earth.
Most important, the friar's research represented a remarkable convergence between science and religion.

In order to understand scientific knowledge today, Leah DeVun asks that we revisit Rupescissa's life and the
critical events of his age—the Black Death, the Hundred Years' War, the Avignon Papacy—through his eyes.
Rupescissa treated alchemy as medicine (his work was the conceptual forerunner of pharmacology) and
represented the emerging technologies and views that sought to combat famine, plague, religious
persecution, and war. The advances he pioneered, along with the exciting strides made by his
contemporaries, shed critical light on later developments in medicine, pharmacology, and chemistry.
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From reader reviews:

Lillie Levine:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Prophecy, Alchemy, and the End of
Time: John of Rupescissa in the Late Middle Ages book because book offers you rich details and knowledge.
Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Sharon Hardin:

The book untitled Prophecy, Alchemy, and the End of Time: John of Rupescissa in the Late Middle Ages
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language
is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice study.

Jennifer Buster:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose
the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of book
Prophecy, Alchemy, and the End of Time: John of Rupescissa in the Late Middle Ages. You can include
your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location
to other place.

William Sanchez:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By book Prophecy, Alchemy, and the End of Time: John of Rupescissa in the Late Middle Ages we
can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change
your life by this book Prophecy, Alchemy, and the End of Time: John of Rupescissa in the Late Middle
Ages. You can more desirable than now.
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