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The New York Times Book Review praised Alan Shapiro's The Last Happy Occasion as a "touching and
intelligent, emotionally satisfying and elegant testimony to the power of poetry to instruct, heal and inspire."
Vigi emerges from the final chapter of that book, "Sittin' in a Funeral Place," a powerful essay about
Shapiro's sister Beth, her struggle with breast cancer, and the limitations of poetry in confronting the
untransformable pain of loss.

In Vigil, Shapiro chronicles with heart-wrenching lyricism the final four weeks of Beth's life in a hospice,
attended by her parents, brothers, husband, daughter and friends. One by one, as loved ones arrive to visit
Beth, Shapiro reveals fragments of their personal history, bringing to life a troubled and poignant past. A
visit from their brother David triggers the memory of a searing betrayal—the parents disowned Beth after
learning from David that she was secretly dating a black man; a visit from the parents recalls their bitter
quarrels over Beth's radical politics; a visit from Beth's black husband brings the painful memory of their
wedding and her parents' refusal to attend. These recollections and feelings that surface with each visit evoke
the unresolved, deeply disturbing issues that kept the Shapiro family estranged for so long, making the
reconciliation that Beth's death brings to her family all the more extraordinary.

Shapiro gives an unconventionally honest account of our responses—horror, relief, impatience, exhaustion,
exhilaration, projection, fear, self-criticism, and a sense of fulfillment—in the presence of the dying.
Concluding with a selection of moving poems, Shapiro affirms the astonishing link between creativity and
healing, and provides a coda to the whole experience. The price of human connection may be great, but
human connection, in the end, has the power to redeem even the most painful of human experiences.
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From reader reviews:

George Green:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for
a while is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Vigil book
as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Kristen Self:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Vigil,
you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different
ones, make them reading a guide.

Lorri Nicholson:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but also novel and Vigil or perhaps others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-
book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes Vigil to make your spare time
more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Shirley Martins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Different categories of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Vigil.
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