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Worth, Status, and the Social Order in Early Modern England is a major new study of the social order in
early modern England, as viewed and articulated from the bottom up. Engaging with how people from across
the social spectrum placed themselves within the social order, it pieces together the language of self-
description deployed by over 13,500 witnesses in English courts when answering questions designed to
assess their creditworthiness. Spanning the period between 1550 and 1728, and with a broad geographical
coverage, this study explores how men and women accounted for their 'worth' and described what they did
for a living at differing points in the life-cycle. A corrective to top-down, male-centric accounts of the social
order penned by elite observers, the perspective from below testifies to an intricate hierarchy based on
sophisticated forms of social reckoning that were articulated throughout the social scale. A culture of
appraisal was central to the competitive processes whereby people judged their own and others' social
positions. For the majority it was not land that was the yardstick of status but moveable property-the goods
and chattels in people's possession ranging from livestock to linens, tools to trading goods, tables to tubs,
clothes to cushions. Such items were repositories of wealth and the security for the credit on which the bulk
of early modern exchange depended.

Worth, Status, and the Social Order in Early Modern England also sheds new light on women's relationship
to property, on gendered divisions of labour, and on early modern understandings of work which were linked
as much to having as to getting a living. The view from below was not unchanging, but bears witness to the
profound impact of widening social inequality that opened up a chasm between the middle ranks and the
labouring poor between the mid-sixteenth and mid-seventeenth centuries. As a result, not only was the social
hierarchy distorted beyond recognition, from the later-seventeenth century there was also a gradual yet
fundamental reworking of the criteria informing the calculus of esteem.
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From reader reviews:

John Bullen:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Accounting for Oneself: Worth,
Status, and the Social Order in Early Modern England is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Robert Ford:

Often the book Accounting for Oneself: Worth, Status, and the Social Order in Early Modern England will
bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Accounting for
Oneself: Worth, Status, and the Social Order in Early Modern England is much recommended to you to read.
You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Marsha Bridges:

You may spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Accounting for Oneself: Worth, Status, and
the Social Order in Early Modern England is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Steve Henry:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Accounting for Oneself: Worth, Status, and the
Social Order in Early Modern England was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book Accounting for Oneself: Worth, Status, and the Social Order in Early Modern England has many
kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you
can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to
like reading that.



Download and Read Online Accounting for Oneself: Worth, Status,
and the Social Order in Early Modern England Alexandra Shepard
#EI1K09WJVBZ



Read Accounting for Oneself: Worth, Status, and the Social Order
in Early Modern England by Alexandra Shepard for online ebook

Accounting for Oneself: Worth, Status, and the Social Order in Early Modern England by Alexandra
Shepard Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books,
online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library,
greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Accounting for Oneself: Worth, Status, and the
Social Order in Early Modern England by Alexandra Shepard books to read online.

Online Accounting for Oneself: Worth, Status, and the Social Order in Early Modern
England by Alexandra Shepard ebook PDF download

Accounting for Oneself: Worth, Status, and the Social Order in Early Modern England by Alexandra
Shepard Doc

Accounting for Oneself: Worth, Status, and the Social Order in Early Modern England by Alexandra Shepard Mobipocket

Accounting for Oneself: Worth, Status, and the Social Order in Early Modern England by Alexandra Shepard EPub


