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Professionally converted for accurate flowing-text e-book format reproduction, this Air Force publication
records tells the intriguing story of how airmen built intelligence organizations to collect and process
information about the enemy and to produce and disseminate intelligence to decisionmakers and warfighters
in the bloody, horrific crucible of war.

WHEN JAPAN ATTACKED PEARL HARBOR on December 7, 1941, and Germany and Italy joined Japan
four days later in declaring war against the United States, intelligence essential for the Army Air Forces to
conduct effective warfare in the European and Pacific theaters did not exist. Because the problems
confronting and confounding air intelligence officers, planners, and operators fifty years ago still resonate,
Piercing the Fog is particularly valuable for intelligence officers, planners, and operators today and for
anyone concerned with acquiring and exploiting intelligence for successful air warfare. More than
organizational history, this book reveals the indispensable and necessarily secret role intelligence plays in
effectively waging war. It examines how World War II was a watershed period for Air Force Intelligence
and for the acquisition and use of signals intelligence, photo reconnaissance intelligence, human resources
intelligence, and scientific and technical intelligence.

Piercing the Fog discusses the development of new sources and methods of intelligence collection;
requirements for intelligence at the strategic, operational, and tactical levels of warfare; intelligence to
support missions for air superiority, interdiction, strategic bombardment, and air defense; the sharing of
intelligence in a coalition and joint service environment; the acquisition of intelligence to assess bomb
damage on a target-by-target basis and to measure progress in achieving campaign and war objectives; and
the ability of military leaders to understand the intentions and capabilities of the enemy and to appreciate the
pressures on intelligence officers to sometimes tell commanders what they think the commanders want to
hear instead of what the intelligence discloses. The complex problems associated with intelligence to support
strategic bombardment in the 1940s will strike some readers as uncannily prescient to global Air Force
operations in the 1990s.
A half century ago, accurate, timely intelligence contributed significantly to victory and hastened the end of
World War II. Such a legacy is worth reading and thinking about by all those responsible for building,
maintaining, and employing air power. How well intelligence is integrated with air operations is even more
important today than it was in the past. It will continue to prove as critical in the next century as it has been
in this one.

Chapter 1 - Early Intelligence Organization in the Army Air Corps * Chapter 2 - The Tools of Air
Intelligence: ULTRA, MAGIC, Photographic Assessment, and the Y-Service * Chapter 3 - Building an Air
Intelligence Organization and the European Theater * Chapter 4 - The European Theater of Operations,
1943-1945 * Chapter 5 - The Pacific and Far East, 1942-1945 * Chapter 6 - Taking the Offensive: From



China-Burma-India to the B-29 Campaign * Chapter 7 - Planning the Defeat of Japan: The A-2 in
Washington, 1943-1945 * Chapter 8 - Retrospection
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Williams:

This Piercing the Fog: Intelligence and Army Air Forces Operations in World War II - ULTRA, MAGIC, Y-
Service, European Theater, Air War in Europe, Pacific and Far East, Planning the Defeat of Japan book is
just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this
book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. That Piercing the Fog: Intelligence and Army Air Forces Operations in
World War II - ULTRA, MAGIC, Y-Service, European Theater, Air War in Europe, Pacific and Far East,
Planning the Defeat of Japan without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Piercing the Fog: Intelligence and Army Air Forces
Operations in World War II - ULTRA, MAGIC, Y-Service, European Theater, Air War in Europe, Pacific
and Far East, Planning the Defeat of Japan can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Piercing the Fog:
Intelligence and Army Air Forces Operations in World War II - ULTRA, MAGIC, Y-Service, European
Theater, Air War in Europe, Pacific and Far East, Planning the Defeat of Japan having good arrangement in
word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Ray Goodrow:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside park. They
actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your own
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the guide untitled Piercing the Fog: Intelligence and Army Air Forces Operations in World War II -
ULTRA, MAGIC, Y-Service, European Theater, Air War in Europe, Pacific and Far East, Planning the
Defeat of Japan can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Chris Gibbons:

The reason why? Because this Piercing the Fog: Intelligence and Army Air Forces Operations in World War
II - ULTRA, MAGIC, Y-Service, European Theater, Air War in Europe, Pacific and Far East, Planning the
Defeat of Japan is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter
it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write
the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going
to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.



Arthur Fabry:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Piercing the Fog: Intelligence and Army Air
Forces Operations in World War II - ULTRA, MAGIC, Y-Service, European Theater, Air War in Europe,
Pacific and Far East, Planning the Defeat of Japan to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make
you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be first
opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the book Piercing the Fog: Intelligence
and Army Air Forces Operations in World War II - ULTRA, MAGIC, Y-Service, European Theater, Air
War in Europe, Pacific and Far East, Planning the Defeat of Japan can to be your brand new friend when
you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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