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 Russell P. Strange "Book of the Year" Award from the Illinois State Historical Society, 2012.

On the eve of the War of 1812, the Illinois Territory was a new land of bright promise. Split off from Indiana
Territory in 1809, the new territory ran from the junction of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers north to the U.S.
border with Canada, embracing the current states of Illinois, Wisconsin, and a part of Michigan. The extreme
southern part of the region was rich in timber, but the dominant feature of the landscape was the vast tall
grass prairie that stretched without major interruption from Lake Michigan for more than three hundred miles
to the south. The territory was largely inhabited by Indians: Sauk, Potawatomi, Kickapoo, and others. By
1812, however, pioneer farmers had gathered in the wooded fringes around prime agricultural land, looking
out over the prairies with longing and trepidation.
 
Six years later, a populous Illinois was confident enough to seek and receive admission as a state in the
Union. What had intervened was the War of 1812, in which white settlers faced both Indians resistant to their
encroachments and British forces poised to seize control of the upper Mississippi and Great Lakes. The war
ultimately broke the power and morale of the Indian tribes and deprived them of the support of their ally,
Great Britain. Sometimes led by skillful tacticians, at other times by blundering looters who got lost in the
tall grass, the combatants showed each other little mercy. Until and even after the war was concluded by the
Treaty of Ghent in 1814, there were massacres by both sides, laying the groundwork for later betrayal of
friendly and hostile tribes alike and for ultimate expulsion of the Indians from the new state of Illinois.
 
In this engrossing new history, published upon the war's bicentennial, Gillum Ferguson underlines the crucial
importance of the War of 1812 in the development of Illinois as a state. The history of Illinois in the War of
1812 has never before been told with so much attention to the personalities who fought it, the events that
defined it, and its lasting consequences.
 
Endorsed by the Illinois Society of the War of 1812 and the Illinois War of 1812 Bicentennial Commission.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Jamerson:

The book Illinois in the War of 1812 can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Illinois in the War of 1812?
Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many information for
us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you
take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Illinois in the War
of 1812 has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Lee Long:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more
time to be examine. Illinois in the War of 1812 can be your answer because it can be read by you who have
those short extra time problems.

Wm Mills:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Illinois in the War of 1812 was colorful and
of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Illinois in the War of 1812 has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.

Carl Johnson:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of book
Illinois in the War of 1812. Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could
possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware
about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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