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The Cold War marked a new era for America's military, one dominated by nuclear weapons and air power
that seemed to diminish the need for conventional forces. Ingo Trauschweizer chronicles the U.S. Army's
struggles with its identity, structure, and mission in the face of those challenges, showing how it evolved,
redefined its mission more than once, and ultimately transformed itself.

Trauschweizer describes how, beginning in the 1950s, the army faced an unprecedented problem: how to
maintain a combat-ready fighting force that could operate on both conventional and nuclear battlefields.
Faced with shifting threats to national security, budgetary battles, and unstable political developments around
the globe, the army also had to keep abreast of new weaponry while navigating changes in its own top brass
and the presidency.

Trauschweizer particularly considers the army's organizational and doctrinal response to problems posed by
deterrence in Europe, focusing on the evolving role of the Seventh Army in West Germany-the largest and
best-prepared field army the U.S. had ever deployed in peacetime. He explores the roles of Generals
Matthew Ridgway, Maxwell Taylor, and others, as well as the use role of tactical nuclear weapons, as he
traces the army's transformation through the New Look policy, pentomic reorganization, and the adoption of
the ROAD concept.

Ultimately, Trauschweizer contends, the army found it impossible to prepare for limited war in the Third
World while pursuing its primary mission of deterrence in Europe. His revisionist argument about the army's
objectives in the 1960s and early 1970s places the Vietnam War in the context of the wider Cold War,
offering new lines of inquiry into both. He also shows how, after the debacle of Vietnam, the army's sense of
mission, technological evolution, organizational structure, and operational doctrine matured to produce the
AirLand Battle doctrine of 1982, the cornerstone of our defense of Europe until the Cold War finally ended.

The U.S. Army's evolution during the 1950s and its role in Europe throughout the Cold War have remained
two of the most neglected subjects in American military history. By covering the interaction of strategy,
organization, doctrine, and technology in the army during this era—as well as the relationship between army
doctrine and U.S./NATO defense strategy—The Cold War U.S. Army marks a major contribution to our
understanding of both subjects.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Ross:

The Cold War U.S. Army: Building Deterrence for Limited War (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) can be
one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has
good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in
writing The Cold War U.S. Army: Building Deterrence for Limited War (Modern War Studies (Hardcover))
but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe
you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial contemplating.

Henry Slaughter:

The book untitled The Cold War U.S. Army: Building Deterrence for Limited War (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover)) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea.
The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is
easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the
book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their
official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Elaine Woodring:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Cold War U.S. Army: Building
Deterrence for Limited War (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) which is getting the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's observe.

Leroy Barker:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the The Cold War U.S. Army: Building Deterrence for Limited War (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover)) when you desired it?
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