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Renowned scholar Alan Segal offers startlingly new insights into the origins of rabbinic Judaism and
Christianity. These twin descendants of Hebrew heritage shared the same social, cultural, and ideological
context, as well as the same minority status, in the first century of the common era.Through skillful
application of social science theories to ancient Western thought, including Judaism, Hellenism, early
Christianity, and a host of other sectarian beliefs, Segal reinterprets some of the most important events of
Jewish and Christian life in the Roman world. For example, he finds:

--That the concept of myth, as it related to covenant, was a central force of Jewish life. The Torah was the
embodiment of covenant both for Jews living in exile and for the Jewish community in Israel.

--That the Torah legitimated all native institutions at the time of Jesus, even though the Temple, Sanhedrin,
and Synagogue, as well as the concepts of messiah and resurrection, were profoundly affected by Hellenism.
Both rabbinic Judaism and Christianity necessarily relied on the Torah to authenticate their claim on Jewish
life.--That the unique cohesion of early Christianity, assuring its phenomenal success in the Hellenistic
world, was assisted by the Jewish practices of apocalypticism, conversion, and rejection of civic ritual.

--That the concept of acculturation clarifies the Maccabean revolt, the rise of Christianity, and the emergence
of rabbinic Judaism.--That contemporary models of revolution point to the place of Jesus as a radical.--That
early rabbinism grew out of the attempts of middle-class Pharisees to reach a higher sacred status in Judea
while at the same time maintaining their cohesion through ritual purity. --That the dispute between Judaism
and Christianity reflects a class conflict over the meaning of covenant. The rising turmoil between Jews and
Christians affected the development of both rabbinic Judaism and Christianity, as each tried to preserve the
partly destroyed culture of Judea by becoming a religion. Both attempted to take the best of Judean and
Hellenistic society without giving up the essential aspects of Israelite life. Both spiritualized old national
symbols of the covenant and practices that consolidated power after the disastrous wars with Rome. The
separation between Judaism and Christianity, sealed in magic, monotheism, law, and universalism, fractured
what remained of the shared symbolic life of Judea, leaving Judaism and Christianity to fulfill the biblical
demands of their god in entirely different ways.
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From reader reviews:

Lou Marshall:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what type you should start with. This Rebecca's Children: Judaism and Christianity in the
Roman World is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Melinda Miller:

The reserve untitled Rebecca's Children: Judaism and Christianity in the Roman World is the publication that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was
did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also will get the e-book of Rebecca's Children: Judaism and Christianity in the Roman World from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Ella Hodge:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a book. The book Rebecca's Children: Judaism and Christianity in the Roman World it
is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-
book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
offers high quality.

Eric Saunders:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Rebecca's Children: Judaism and
Christianity in the Roman World is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It
is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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