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In an attempt to understand the growing influence of the Christian Right, sociologist and documentary
filmmaker James Ault spent three years inside the world of a Massachusetts fundamentalist church he
encountered while studying a variety of new-right groups. He observed—and where possible participated
in—the daily lives of the members of a church he calls Shawmut River. His book takes us into worship
services, home Bible studies, youth events, men’s prayer breakfasts and Saturday work groups, after-
Sunday-service family dinners, and bitter conflicts leading to a church split. He introduces us to the principal
members of the congregation, as well as its shadow community of ex-members. We see how they respond to
each other, to Ault as an unsaved newcomer, and to the outside world.

Ault draws our attention to how members use the Bible as a “handbook for life,” applying moral absolutes
taken from it, more or less successfully, to both daily life and extraordinary events. We see how the
congregation deals with issues around marriage, adultery, divorce, teenage pregnancy, and alcohol abuse.
Ault makes clear how the church, embodying traditional extended-family life, provides the security of like-
mindedness and community to its members. He also reveals the pervasive power of gossip to engender and
perpetuate divisions and conflicts within a community. And finally, Ault describes his own surprising
journey of discovery, revelation, and belief during, and in the wake of, his three years studying Shawmut
River and making an intimate documentary about it.

Having experienced its life personally and in depth, James Ault is remarkably placed to guide us through the
world of Christian fundamentalism—an abiding and, to many Americans, baffling phenomenon. In the
course of telling his story, he builds a useful framework for better understanding the popular sources of both
fundamentalism and new-right conservatism and their distinctive place in American life.
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From reader reviews:

Karl Harms:

Here thing why this specific Spirit and Flesh: Life in a Fundamentalist Baptist Church are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Spirit and Flesh: Life in a Fundamentalist Baptist Church
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no
reserve that similar with Spirit and Flesh: Life in a Fundamentalist Baptist Church. It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can
be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
Spirit and Flesh: Life in a Fundamentalist Baptist Church in e-book can be your alternative.

Elizabeth Edge:

The guide untitled Spirit and Flesh: Life in a Fundamentalist Baptist Church is the publication that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share
for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Spirit and Flesh: Life in a
Fundamentalist Baptist Church from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Albertha Lemons:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get wide range
of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read
is Spirit and Flesh: Life in a Fundamentalist Baptist Church.

Beth Johnson:

This Spirit and Flesh: Life in a Fundamentalist Baptist Church is brand-new way for you who has fascination
to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Spirit and
Flesh: Life in a Fundamentalist Baptist Church can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form and that
is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form make
them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-



book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.
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