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Asking why many American intellectuals have had such difficulty accepting wholeheartedly the cultural
dimensions of democracy, Robert Dawidoff examines their alienation and ambivalence, a tradition of
detachment he identifies as "Tocquevillian." In the work of three towering American literary figures - Henry
Adams, Henry James, and George Santayana -- Dawidoff explores fully this distancing and uneasy response
to democratic culture.

Linked together by common Harvard, Cambridge, and New England connections, and by an upper-class,
Brahmin background, each of these three writers, Dawidoff argues, was at once self-critical and
contemptuous of cultural democracy -- especially its indifference to them and what they represented. But
their claims to detached observation of democratic culture must be viewed skeptically, Dawidoff warns, and
borrowed with caution.

An important contribution of the book is its integration of gay issues into American intellectual history.
Viewing James's and Santayana's attitudes toward their homosexuality as affecting their views of American
society, Dawidoff examines this significant and overlooked element in the American intellectual and cultural
mix. Dawidoff also includes powerful new readings of Adams's Democracy and James's The Ambassadors
and discusses Santayana's Americanist essays.

In his foreward, Alan Trachtenberg notes the "taboo" that seems to have fallen over the word democracy. "It
is rarely encountered anymore in humanistic studies," he says, " snubbed in favor of gender, class, race,
region." This trend, he says, may be in part due to an unease about studying the culture in which we
participate because the posture of the cutural critic implies a certain detachment. "The Genteel Tradition and
the Sacred Rage returns the question of democracy to centerstage," he concludes, "not as political theory
alone but as cultural and personal experience."

Originally published in 1992.

A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make
available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are
published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.
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From reader reviews:

Jodi Dauphin:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Genteel Tradition and the Sacred Rage: High Culture Vs.
Democracy in Adams, James, and Santayana (Cultural Studies of the United States).

Deborah Oneal:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question
due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this The Genteel Tradition and the Sacred
Rage: High Culture Vs. Democracy in Adams, James, and Santayana (Cultural Studies of the United States)
to read.

Daniel Campbell:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to reading a
guide. The book The Genteel Tradition and the Sacred Rage: High Culture Vs. Democracy in Adams, James,
and Santayana (Cultural Studies of the United States) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Rachel Kaufman:

The reason? Because this The Genteel Tradition and the Sacred Rage: High Culture Vs. Democracy in
Adams, James, and Santayana (Cultural Studies of the United States) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for



you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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