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Aristotle is known as a philosopher and as a theorist of poetry, but he was also a composer of songs and
verse. This is the first comprehensive study of Aristotle's poetic activity, interpreting his remaining
fragments in relation to the earlier poetic tradition and to the literary culture of his time. Its centerpiece is a
study of the single complete ode to survive, a song commemorating Hermias of Atarneus, Aristotle's father-
in-law and patron in the 340's BCE. This remarkable text is said to have embroiled the philosopher in
charges of impiety and so is studied both from a literary perspective and in its political and religious
contexts.

Aristotle's literary antecedents are studied with an unprecedented fullness that considers the entire range of
Greek poetic forms, including poems by Sappho, Pindar, and Sophocles, and prose texts as well. Apart from
its interest as a complex and subtle poem, the Song for Hermias is noteworthy as one of the first Greek lyrics
for which we have substantial and early evidence for how and where it was composed, performed, and
received. It thus affords an opportunity to reconstruct how Greek lyric texts functioned as performance
pieces and how they circulated and were preserved. The book argues that Greek lyric poems profit from
being read as scripts for performances that both shaped and were shaped by the social occasions in which
they were performed. The result is a thorough and wide-ranging study of a complex and fascinating literary
document that gives a fuller view of literature in the late classical age.
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From reader reviews:

Mario Rice:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Aristotle as Poet: The Song for Hermias and Its Contexts.

Kenneth Leishman:

Here thing why this particular Aristotle as Poet: The Song for Hermias and Its Contexts are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Aristotle as Poet: The Song for Hermias and Its Contexts
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book
that similar with Aristotle as Poet: The Song for Hermias and Its Contexts. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe
can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home
by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Aristotle as Poet: The
Song for Hermias and Its Contexts in e-book can be your alternative.

William McClanahan:

Beside this Aristotle as Poet: The Song for Hermias and Its Contexts in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have Aristotle as Poet: The Song for Hermias and Its Contexts because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in
addition to read it from at this point!

Beatrice Blakely:

This Aristotle as Poet: The Song for Hermias and Its Contexts is completely new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Aristotle as Poet: The
Song for Hermias and Its Contexts can be the light food for you personally because the information inside
this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable
by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even



dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book
style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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