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On the morning of Friday, June 3, 1864, Generals Ulysses S. Grant and George G. Meade brought their
overland campaign against Richmond to its climax in an all-out assault on Robert E. Lee's entrenched Rebels
at Cold Harbor, less than ten miles outside the Confederate capital. The result was outright slaughter--Grant's
worst defeat, and Lee's last great victory. Though Grant tried afterward to forget the battle, and historians
have often misunderstood its importance, Cold Harbor remains what Bruce Catton called "one of the hard
and terrible names of the Civil War, perhaps the most terrible one of all."

Now Ernest Furgurson, an eloquent narrator and analyst of the war, tells the harrowing story of this pivotal
conflict. Like his earlier account of the Battle of Chancellorsville, his latest work is rich in detail and
revealing anecdotes: Federal generals consume a champagne lunch while more than a thousand of their
wounded lie untended on the field. The Confederate Congress votes itself a 100 percent pay raise while
bread prices skyrocket in the South. An angry Union surgeon saws off the leg of a malingerer. Yankee and
Rebel soldiers, slipping between the lines after dark to rescue the wounded, find themselves in the same hole
and negotiate a private truce.

Furgurson explores the minds of both privates and commanders, showing how friction between the
overconfident Grant and the irascible Meade proved disastrous; how Lee, with fewer than half as many
troops as Meade, repeatedly outmaneuvered Union forces; and how Northern election-year politics
influenced Grant's strategy, pressing him to try to win the war with one final head-on attack.

Cold Harbor was a watershed moment of the Civil War. After Grant's defeat, the struggle dragged on; the
war of maneuver became a war of siege, and stand-up attack gave way to trench warfare--tactics that would
become familiar in France half a century later. Above all, Cold Harbor was the most uselessly bloody, one-
sided battle of the war, whose terrible human cost is captured in one chilling diary entry, scrawled by a
mortally wounded soldier: "June 3, Cold Harbor. I was killed."
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Clayton:

This book untitled Not War but Murder: Cold Harbor 1864 to be one of several books in which best seller in
this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily
to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Luis Herrick:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the information as
well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you examining a
book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character types do it
anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Not War but Murder: Cold
Harbor 1864, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge
can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Marlin Brogan:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Not War but Murder: Cold Harbor 1864 this reserve consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Catherine Gober:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Not War but Murder: Cold Harbor 1864 to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book
and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that
the guide Not War but Murder: Cold Harbor 1864 can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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