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For the 2012 presidential race, the author of the acclaimed and successful biography of President
James Polk offers a fresh, playful, and challenging way of playing “Rating the Presidents”—America’s
favorite game—by pitching historians’ views and subsequent experts’ polls against the judgment and
votes of the presidents’ own contemporaries.

The author of the acclaimed biography of President James Polk, A Country of Vast Designs, offers a
fresh, playful, and challenging way of playing “Rating the Presidents,” by pitching historians’ views
and subsequent experts’ polls against the judgment and votes of the presidents’ own contemporaries.

Merry posits that presidents rise and fall based on performance, as judged by the electorate. Thus, he
explores the presidency by comparing the judgments of historians with how the voters saw things. Was the
president reelected? If so, did his party hold office in the next election?

Where They Stand examines the chief executives Merry calls “Men of Destiny,’’ those who set the country
toward new directions. There are six of them, including the three nearly always at the top of all academic
polls—Lincoln, Washington, and FDR. He describes the “Split-Decision Presidents’’ (including Wilson and
Nixon)—successful in their first terms and reelected; less successful in their second terms and succeeded by
the opposition party. He describes the “Near Greats’’ (Jefferson, Jackson, Polk, TR, Truman), the “War
Presidents’’ (Madison, McKinley, Lyndon Johnson), the flat-out failures (Buchanan, Pierce), and those
whose standing has fluctuated (Grant, Cleveland, Eisenhower).

This voyage through our history provides a probing and provocative analysis of how presidential politics
works and how the country sets its course. Where They Stand invites readers to pitch their opinions against
the voters of old, the historians, the pollsters—and against the author himself. In this year of raucous
presidential politics, Where They Stand will provide a context for the unfolding campaign drama.
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From reader reviews:

Hallie Cathey:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Where They Stand: The American Presidents in the
Eyes of Voters and Historians.

Jocelyn Welch:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Where They Stand: The American Presidents
in the Eyes of Voters and Historians. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important a book Where They Stand: The American Presidents in the Eyes of Voters and
Historians. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you
can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up
to go to the library. Let's go through.

Maria Casillas:

This Where They Stand: The American Presidents in the Eyes of Voters and Historians are reliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Where They Stand: The
American Presidents in the Eyes of Voters and Historians can be one of the great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that
might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Where They Stand: The
American Presidents in the Eyes of Voters and Historians forcing you to have an enormous of experience
like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

Dorothy Betancourt:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but novel and Where They Stand: The American Presidents in
the Eyes of Voters and Historians or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or



perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other
case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Where They Stand: The American Presidents in the Eyes of
Voters and Historians to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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