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As critic, Kenneth Burke's preoccupations were at the beginning purely esthetic and literary; but after
Counter-Statement (1931), he began to discriminate a "rhetorical" or persuasive component in literature, and
thereupon became a philosopher of language and human conduct.

In A Grammar of Motives (1945) and A Rhetoric of Motives (1950), Burke's conception of "symbolic action"
comes into its own: all human activities—linguisitc or extra-linguistic—are modes of symbolizing; man is
defined as the symbol-using (and -misusing) animal. The critic's job becomes one of the interpreting human
symbolizing wherever he finds it, with the aim of illuminating human motivation. Thus the reach of the
literary critic now extends to the social and ethical.

A Grammar of Motives is a "methodical meditation" on such complex linguistic forms as plays, stories,
poems, theologies, metaphysical systems, political philosophies, constitutions. A Rhetoric of Motives
expands the field to human ways of persuasion and identification. Persuasion, as Burke sees it, "ranges from
the bluntest quest of advantage, as in sales promotion or propaganda, through courtship, social etiquette,
education, and the sermon, to a 'pure' form that delights in the process of appeal for itself alone, without
ulterior purpose. And identification ranges from the politician who, addressing an audience of farmers, says,
'I was a farm boy myself,' through the mysteries of social status, to the mystic's devout identification with the
sources of all being."
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From reader reviews:

Laura Thompson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to reading
a reserve. The book A Rhetoric of Motives it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Carol Shull:

The book untitled A Rhetoric of Motives contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman
idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you
can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new
period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Kristen Blasingame:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like A Rhetoric of Motives
which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Richard Strohm:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book A Rhetoric of Motives was bright colored and
of course has pictures on there. As we know that book A Rhetoric of Motives has many kinds or category.
Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that
you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up
you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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