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Europe's leading existential thinkers?Jean-Paul Sartre, Simone de Beauvoir, and Albert Camus?all felt that
Americans were too self-confident and shallow to accept their philosophy of responsibility, choice, and the
absurd. "There is no pessimism in America regarding human nature and social organization," Sartre
remarked in 1950, while Beauvoir wrote that Americans had no "feeling for sin and for remorse" and Camus
derided American materialism and optimism. Existentialism, however, enjoyed rapid, widespread, and
enduring popularity among Americans. No less than their European counterparts, American intellectuals
participated in the conversation of existentialism. In Existential America, historian George Cotkin argues that
the existential approach to life, marked by vexing despair and dauntless commitment in the face of
uncertainty, has deep American roots and helps to define the United States in the twentieth-century in ways
that have never been fully realized or appreciated.

As Cotkin shows, not only did Americans readily take to existentialism, but they were already heirs to a rich
tradition of thinkers?from Jonathan Edwards and Herman Melville to Emily Dickinson and William
James?who had wrestled with the problems of existence and the contingency of the world long before Sartre
and his colleagues. After introducing this concept of an American existential tradition, Cotkin examines how
formal existentialism first arrived in America in the 1930s through discussion of Kierkegaard and the early
vogue among New York intellectuals for the works of Sartre, Beauvoir, and Camus. Cotkin then traces the
evolution of existentialism in America: its adoption by Richard Wright and Ralph Ellison to help articulate
the African-American experience; its expression in the works of Norman Mailer and photographer Robert
Frank; its incorporation into the tenets of the feminist and radical student movements of the 1960s; and its
lingering presence in contemporary American thought and popular culture, particularly in such films as
Crimes and Misdemeanors, Fight Club and American Beauty.

The only full-length study of existentialism in America, this highly engaging and original work provides an
invaluable guide to the history of American culture since the end of the Second World War.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Thibodeaux:

Here thing why this particular Existential America are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is
as yummy as food or not. Existential America giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find
any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Existential America. It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be
can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Existential
America in e-book can be your choice.

Mary Perez:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
long to reading a book. The book Existential America it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create
this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Tammy Campbell:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. Through the book
Existential America we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person
must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being
doubt to change your life at this time book Existential America. You can more appealing than now.

Anthony Lainez:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled update of news.
Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Existential America when you needed it?
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