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For most Americans, habeas corpus is the cornerstone of our legal system: the principal constitutional check
on arbitrary government power, allowing an arrested person to challenge the legality of his detention. In a
study that could not be more timely, Justin Wert reexamines this essential individual right and shows that
habeas corpus is not necessarily the check that we've assumed. Habeas corpus, it emerges, is as much a tool
of politics as it is of law.

In this first study of habeas corpus in an American political context, Wert shifts our collective emphasis from
the judicial to the political—toward the changes in the writ influenced by Congress, the president, political
parties, state governments, legal academics, and even interest groups. By doing so, he reveals how political
regimes have used habeas corpus both to undo the legacies of their predecessors and to establish and enforce
their own vision of constitutional governance.

Tracing the history of the writ from the Founding to Hamdi v. Rumsfeld and Boumediene v. Bush, Wert
illuminates crucial developmental moments in its evolution. He demonstrates that during the antebellum
period, Reconstruction, Gilded Age, Great Society, and the ongoing war on terrorism, habeas corpus has
waxed and waned in harmony with the interests of majoritarian politics. Along the way, Wert identifies and
explains the political context of fine points of law that many political scientists and historians may not be
aware of-such as the exhaustion rule requiring that a federal habeas participant must first exhaust all possible
claims for relief in state court, a maneuver by which the post-Reconstruction Court abandoned supervision of
race relations in the South.

Especially in light of the new scrutiny of habeas corpus prompted by the Guantnamo detainees, Wert's book
is essential for broadening our understanding of how law and politics continue to intersect after 9/11.
Brimming with fresh insights into constitutional development and regime theory, it shows that the Great Writ
of Liberty may not be so great as we have supposed—because while it has the potential to enforce
conceptions of rights that are consistent with the best ideals of American politics, it also has the potential to
enforce its worst aspects as well.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Rucks:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Habeas Corpus in America: The Politics of
Individual Rights (Constitutional Thinking) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Clarence Ross:

This Habeas Corpus in America: The Politics of Individual Rights (Constitutional Thinking) is fresh way for
you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper
you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this
Habeas Corpus in America: The Politics of Individual Rights (Constitutional Thinking) can be the light food
in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce
itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People
who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find
any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a
person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

Terri Root:

You can get this Habeas Corpus in America: The Politics of Individual Rights (Constitutional Thinking) by
go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed and
also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Robert Journey:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Habeas Corpus in America: The Politics of Individual
Rights (Constitutional Thinking) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book Habeas Corpus in America: The Politics of Individual Rights (Constitutional Thinking) has many
kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you
can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored,
any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading
which.
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