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Amid the noise and distractions of everyday life, is it really possible to choose to love the world? In these
times of great uncertainty and anxiety, how can we find God? Thomas Merton felt the urgency of these
questions more than 50 years ago, and his reflections upon them are more relevant than ever.

One of America's most beloved mystics of the 20th century, Merton's voice was prophetic in the troubled era
of the 1960s. In this new collection of thoughts and meditations selected from his most inspiring books and
letters, Merton's radiant wisdom and foresight serve as a beacon of light for all of us searching to find true
meaning and solace in today's difficult times.

"Father Louis," as he was known at the Abbey of Gethsemani, fully embraced the contemplative life of a
monk, yet he never held the world at arm's length: "We and our world interpenetrate. It is only in assuming
full responsibility for our world, for our lives and for ourselves, that we can be said to live really for God."

Sharply honest in his words but balanced by his poet's heart, Merton explores themes that include the inner
ground of love, living in wisdom, and dialoguing with silence. He teaches that contemplation is possible for
everyone and that the fundamental context for seeking God's presence is always our everyday lives.

"In the deep silence, wisdom begins to sing her unending, sunlit, inexpressible song: the private song she
speaks to the solitary soul." In Choosing to Love the World, Thomas Merton inspires us to look deep within
ourselves and, in the peaceful silence of contemplation, to find and sing our own song.

Edited by Jonathan Montaldo, associate director of The Merton Institute for Contemplative Living, and
director of Bethany Spring, the Merton Institute retreat center in Trappist, Kentucky.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Skeens:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Choosing to Love the World: On Contemplation
book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Alonzo Stark:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we
will say absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is definitely Choosing to Love the World: On Contemplation.

Stacy Vincent:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Choosing to Love the World: On
Contemplation book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Choosing to Love the
World: On Contemplation as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide
that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Albert Fragoso:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and
soon. The Choosing to Love the World: On Contemplation will give you new experience in examining a
book.
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