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In a series of powerful strokes, the music of Beethoven’s last years redefined his legacy and enlarged the
realm of experience accessible to the creative imagination. Maynard Solomon’s Late Beethoven investigates
the phenomenon of the final phase, focusing especially on the striking metamorphosis in Beethoven’s system
of beliefs that began early in his fifth decade and eventually amounted to a sweeping realignment of his
views of nature, antiquity, divinity, and human purpose.

Using the composer’s letters, diaries, and conversation books, Solomon traces Beethoven’s attraction to a
constellation of heterogeneous ideas, drawn from Romanticism, Freemasonry, comparative religion, Eastern
initiatory ritual, Mediterranean mythology, aesthetics, and classical and contemporary thought. Through
these often arcane sources, Beethoven gained access to a vast reservoir of imagery and ideas with the
potential to expand music’s expressive and communicative reach. This "multitude of productive images,"
writes Solomon, "provided kindling for the blaze of his imagination."

Late Beethoven is a rich tapestry of original perspectives on Beethoven’s music. Solomon sees the Seventh
Symphony as a deployment of the rhythms of antiquity in an effort to revalidate the premises of the Classical
world; the Ninth as an essay on the prospects and limits of affirmative, monumental endings; and the
"Diabelli" Variations as a doorway to the universe of metaphoric significances that attach to beginnings. In
the Violin Sonata in G, op. 96, Solomon finds a restoration of the full range of pastoral experience that the
ancient poets had known. In the Grosse Fuge he locates issues of fragmentation and reassembly, and he
suggests that pivotal passages of the last sonatas evoke sacred states of being.

These stimulating perspectives illuminate the inner world within which Beethoven dwelled during his last
fifteen years and the ways in which his thought and music may be interrelated. Written in accessible and
eloquent prose, and with numerous music examples, Late Beethoven is a serious contribution to
understanding this miraculous quantum leap in Beethoven’s creative evolution.
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From reader reviews:

John Jones:

The book Late Beethoven: Music, Thought, Imagination gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Late Beethoven:
Music, Thought, Imagination to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
available and read a book Late Beethoven: Music, Thought, Imagination. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Samantha Graham:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which you should start with. This Late Beethoven: Music, Thought, Imagination is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Rigoberto Adams:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Late Beethoven: Music, Thought, Imagination.
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Helen Widner:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. Within this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the Late
Beethoven: Music, Thought, Imagination when you required it?
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