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Just prior to the rise of Islam in the sixth century AD, southern Arabia was embroiled in a violent conflict
between Christian Ethiopians and Jewish Arabs. Though little known today, this was an international war
that involved both the Byzantine Empire, which had established Christian churches in Ethiopia, and the
Sasanian Empire in Persia, which supported the Jews in what became a proxy war against its longtime foe
Byzantium.

Our knowledge of these events derives largely from an inscribed marble throne at the Ethiopian port of
Adulis, meticulously described by a sixth-century Christian merchant known as Cosmas Indicopleustes.
Using the writings of Cosmas and a wealth of other historical and archaeological evidence from the period,
eminent historian G. W. Bowersock carefully reconstructs this fascinating but overlooked chapter in pre-
Islamic Arabian history. The flashpoint of the war, Bowersock tells us, occurred when Yusuf, the Jewish
king of Himyar, massacred hundreds of Christians living in Najran. The Christian ruler of Ethiopia, Kaleb,
urged on by the Byzantine emperor Justin, led a force of 120,000 men across the Red Sea to defeat Yusuf.
But when the victorious Kaleb--said to have retired to a monastery-left behind weak leaders in both Ethiopia
and Himyar, the Byzantine and Persian empires expanded their activity in the Arabian territory. In the midst
of this conflict, a new religion was born, destined to bring a wholly unanticipated resolution to the power
struggle in Arabia.

The Throne of Adulis vividly recreates the Red Sea world of Late Antiquity, transporting readers back to a
remote but pivotal epoch in ancient history, one that sheds light on the collapse of the Persian Empire as well
as the rise of Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Gray:

The book The Throne of Adulis: Red Sea Wars on the Eve of Islam (Emblems of Antiquity) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book
The Throne of Adulis: Red Sea Wars on the Eve of Islam (Emblems of Antiquity)? Several of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right
now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book The Throne of Adulis: Red Sea Wars on the Eve of Islam
(Emblems of Antiquity) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

David Lau:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
great deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read will be The Throne of Adulis: Red Sea Wars on the Eve of Islam (Emblems of
Antiquity).

Keven Peterson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be The Throne of Adulis: Red Sea Wars on the Eve of Islam
(Emblems of Antiquity) why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will
not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Melinda McKinney:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in
the top collection in your reading list is actually The Throne of Adulis: Red Sea Wars on the Eve of Islam
(Emblems of Antiquity). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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