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Understanding the Chinese Language provides a vibrant and comprehensive introduction to contemporary
Chinese linguistics. Combining an accessible style with an in-depth treatment of the topics at hand, it uses
clear, full descriptions and vivid, modern examples to systematically take students through the phonology,
vocabulary, grammar, discourse structures and pragmatics of modern Chinese. No prior knowledge of
Chinese or linguistics is required.

Features include:

Six detailed chapters covering the core linguistic aspects of the modern Chinese language, such as words,●

content units, sentences, speech acts, sentence-final particles and neologisms
User-friendly comparisons and contrasts between English and Chinese throughout the text, helping to●

clearly explain important complexities and nuances of the Chinese language
Clear, accessible explanations and insightful analysis of topics and linguistic devices, supported by many●

helpful examples, diagrams and tables
Vivid and relevant examples drawn from real-life contemporary sources such as internet news reports,●

social networks like Sino Weibo, online forums and TV reality shows, offering fascinating perspectives on
modern Chinese media, culture and society
Pioneering coverage of Chinese new words and the social phenomena they reveal●

Additional exercises and four supplementary chapters covering Chinese syllables, idioms, discourse and●

culture available for free download at http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415634885/ 

Written by a highly experienced instructor, researcher and linguist, Understanding the Chinese Language
will be essential reading for undergraduate and postgraduate students taking courses in Chinese linguistics. It
will also be of interest to anyone interested in learning more about Chinese language and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Weimer:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Understanding the
Chinese Language: A Comprehensive Linguistic Introduction (English and Chinese Edition) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Stephen Conway:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill
your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you
should read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Understanding the Chinese
Language: A Comprehensive Linguistic Introduction (English and Chinese Edition) can be good book to
read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Rubye Carter:

This Understanding the Chinese Language: A Comprehensive Linguistic Introduction (English and Chinese
Edition) is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger
info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny
amount of digest in reading this Understanding the Chinese Language: A Comprehensive Linguistic
Introduction (English and Chinese Edition) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information
inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by
anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy
this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you
are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better
life along with knowledge.

Sanjuana Day:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Understanding the Chinese Language: A
Comprehensive Linguistic Introduction (English and Chinese Edition) or others sources were given



knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include
their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes Understanding the
Chinese Language: A Comprehensive Linguistic Introduction (English and Chinese Edition) to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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