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Now back in print with a new essay, this classic of Iowa history focuses on the Old Order Amish
Mennonites, the state’s most distinctive religious minority. Sociologist Elmer Schwieder and historian
Dorothy Schwieder began their research with the largest group of Old Order Amish in the state, the
community near Kalona in Johnson and Washington counties, in April 1970; they extended their studies and
friendships in later years to other Old Order settlements as well as the slightly less conservative Beachy
Amish.

A Peculiar People explores the origin and growth of the Old Order Amish in Iowa, their religious practices,
economic organization, family life, the formation of new communities, and the vital issue of education.
Included also are appendixes giving the 1967 “Act Relating to Compulsory School Attendance and
Educational Standards”; a sample “Church Organization Financial Agreement,” demonstrating the group’s
unusual but advantageous mutual financial system; and the 1632 Dortrecht Confession of Faith, whose
eighteen articles cover all the basic religious tenets of the Old Order Amish.

Thomas Morain’s new essay describes external and internal issues for the Iowa Amish from the 1970s to
today. The growth of utopian Amish communities across the nation, changes in occupation (although The
Amish Directory still lists buggy shop operators, wheelwrights, and one lone horse dentist), the current state
of education and health care, and the conscious balance between modern and traditional ways are reflected in
an essay that describes how the Old Order dedication to Gelassenheit—the yielding of self to the interests of
the larger community—has served its members well into the twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Helga Lever:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Peculiar People: Iowa's Old-Order Amish (Iowa Heritage Collection).

Christine McClellan:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire day to
reading a reserve. The book Peculiar People: Iowa's Old-Order Amish (Iowa Heritage Collection) it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You
can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features
high quality.

Sunny Lopez:

You will get this Peculiar People: Iowa's Old-Order Amish (Iowa Heritage Collection) by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your publication. It
is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
proper ways for you.

Douglas Gibson:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the
book Peculiar People: Iowa's Old-Order Amish (Iowa Heritage Collection) we can get more advantage. Don't
one to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book
that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book Peculiar People: Iowa's
Old-Order Amish (Iowa Heritage Collection). You can more appealing than now.
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