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This is the first major re-assessment of Ivan the Terrible to be published in the West in the post-Soviet
period. It breaks away from older stereotypes of the tsar – whether as ‘crazed tyrant’ and ‘evil genius’, on the
one hand, or as a ‘great and wise statesman’, on the other – to provide a more balanced picture. It examines
the ways in which Ivan’s policies contributed to the creation of Russia’s distinctive system of unlimited
monarchical rule.

Ivan is best remembered for his reign of terror, the book pays due attention to the horrors of his executions,
tortures and repressions, especially in the period of the oprichnina (1565-72), when he mysteriously divided
his realm into two parts, one of which was under the direct control of the tsar and his oprichniki (bodyguard).
This work argues that the often gruesome forms assumed by the terror reflected not only Ivan’s personal
cruelty and sadism, but also his religious views about the divinely ordained right of the tsar to punish his
treasonous subjects, just as sinners were punished in Hell.

Primarily chronological in its organisation, the book focuses on three main aspects of Ivan’s power: the
territorial expansion of the state, the mythology, rituals and symbols of monarchy; and the development of
the autocratic system of rule.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Ivan the
Terrible? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other
opinion?

Anthony Jarrard:

The book Ivan the Terrible can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Ivan the Terrible? A number of
you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Ivan the Terrible has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up
and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Charlotte Womble:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Ivan the Terrible which is keeping the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Timothy Lumpkin:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From
the book Ivan the Terrible we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative
person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt
to change your life with this book Ivan the Terrible. You can more appealing than now.
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