
Jefferson's Empire: The Language of American
Nationhood (Jeffersonian America)

Peter S. Onuf

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0813920906
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0813920906
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0813920906


Jefferson's Empire: The Language of American Nationhood
(Jeffersonian America)

Peter S. Onuf

Jefferson's Empire: The Language of American Nationhood (Jeffersonian America) Peter S. Onuf

Thomas Jefferson believed that the American revolution was a transformative moment in the history of
political civilization. He hoped that his own efforts as a founding statesman and theorist would help construct
a progressive and enlightened order for the new American nation that would be a model and inspiration for
the world. Peter S. Onuf's new book traces Jefferson's vision of the American future to its roots in his
idealized notions of nationhood and empire. Onuf's unsettling recognition that Jefferson's famed
egalitarianism was elaborated in an imperial context yields strikingly original interpretations of our national
identity and our ideas of race, of westward expansion and the Civil War, and of American global dominance
in the twentieth century.

Jefferson's vision of an American "empire for liberty" was modeled on a British prototype. But as a
consensual union of self-governing republics without a metropolis, Jefferson's American empire would be
free of exploitation by a corrupt imperial ruling class. It would avoid the cycle of war and destruction that
had characterized the European balance of power.

The Civil War cast in high relief the tragic limitations of Jefferson's political vision. After the Union victory,
as the reconstructed nation-state developed into a world power, dreams of the United States as an ever-
expanding empire of peacefully coexisting states quickly faded from memory. Yet even as the antebellum
federal union disintegrated, a Jeffersonian nationalism, proudly conscious of America's historic revolution
against imperial domination, grew up in its place.

In Onuf's view, Jefferson's quest to define a new American identity also shaped his ambivalent conceptions
of slavery and Native American rights. His revolutionary fervor led him to see Indians as "merciless
savages" who ravaged the frontiers at the British king's direction, but when those frontiers were pacified, a
more benevolent Jefferson encouraged these same Indians to embrace republican values. African American
slaves, by contrast, constituted an unassimilable captive nation, unjustly wrenched from its African
homeland. His great panacea: colonization.

Jefferson's ideas about race reveal the limitations of his conception of American nationhood. Yet, as Onuf
strikingly documents, Jefferson's vision of a republican empire--a regime of peace, prosperity, and union
without coercion--continues to define and expand the boundaries of American national identity.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Felix:

Jefferson's Empire: The Language of American Nationhood (Jeffersonian America) can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Jefferson's Empire: The Language of American Nationhood (Jeffersonian
America) although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely
new stage of crucial contemplating.

Kenneth Hill:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication Jefferson's Empire: The Language of American Nationhood
(Jeffersonian America) was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your scientific research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know
how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many
ways to get book that you just wanted.

Pearl Minjares:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book
Jefferson's Empire: The Language of American Nationhood (Jeffersonian America). Contain your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
location to other place.

Richard Kowalski:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Jefferson's Empire: The Language of American
Nationhood (Jeffersonian America) to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent
is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle
the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and study it. Beside that the publication Jefferson's Empire: The Language of American
Nationhood (Jeffersonian America) can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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