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Three and a half decades before the city of New York witnessed the first great battle waged by the new
United States of America for its independence, rumors of a massive conspiracy among the city's slaves
spread panic throughout the colony. On the testimony of frightened bondsmen and a handful of whites, over
seventy slaves were convicted and a third of these were executed.

The suspected conspiracy in New York prompted one of the most extensive slave trials in colonial history
and some of the most grisly punishments ever meted out to individuals. Peter Hoffer now retells the dramatic
story of those landmark trials, setting the events in their legal and historical contexts and offering a revealing
glimpse of slavery in colonial cities and of the way that the law defined and policed the institution.

Among other things, Hoffer reveals how conspiracy became a central feature of the law of slavery at the
same time as it reflected the white belief that slaves were always conspiring against their masters. He draws
on uniquely revealing firsthand accounts of the trials to both retell a gripping story and open a window on
colonial American justice. He leads readers through a chain of events involving robbery and arson that
culminated in the trials of a group of white men suspected of inciting the slaves to revolt.

The episode, so vital to our understanding of a time when slavery was an entrenched institution and the law
made even the angry muttering of slaves into a criminal act, has much to tell us about current affairs as well.
African slaves in colonial times were viewed by authorities and citizens much as some foreigners are today:
inherently dangerous, easily identifiable, and constantly conspiring.
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From reader reviews:

Derrick Tompkins:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The Great New York
Conspiracy of 1741: Slavery, Crime, and Colonial Law (Landmark Law Cases and American Society)
(Landmark Law Cases & American Society)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with
the opinion or you have different opinion?

Laura Clark:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above.
Every person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book
The Great New York Conspiracy of 1741: Slavery, Crime, and Colonial Law (Landmark Law Cases and
American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society). All type of book would you see on many
sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Bertha Greene:

The feeling that you get from The Great New York Conspiracy of 1741: Slavery, Crime, and Colonial Law
(Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) will be the more
deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Great New York Conspiracy of 1741: Slavery,
Crime, and Colonial Law (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American
Society) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this The Great New York
Conspiracy of 1741: Slavery, Crime, and Colonial Law (Landmark Law Cases and American Society)
(Landmark Law Cases & American Society) instantly.

Donald Burgess:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book The Great New York Conspiracy of 1741: Slavery,
Crime, and Colonial Law (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American



Society) to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you similar
to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about
book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside
that the reserve The Great New York Conspiracy of 1741: Slavery, Crime, and Colonial Law (Landmark
Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) can to be your brand new
friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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