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In our architectural pursuits, we often seem to be in search of something newer, grander, or more
efficient—and this phenomenon is not novel. In the spring of 1910 hundreds of workers labored day and
night to demolish the Gillender Building in New York, once the loftiest office tower in the world, in order to
make way for a taller skyscraper. The New York Times puzzled over those who would sacrifice the thirteen-
year-old structure, “as ruthlessly as though it were some ancient shack.” In New York alone, the Gillender
joined the original Grand Central Terminal, the Plaza Hotel, the Western Union Building, and the Tower
Building on the list of just one generation’s razed metropolitan monuments.

In the innovative and wide-ranging Obsolescence, Daniel M. Abramson investigates this notion of
architectural expendability and the logic by which buildings lose their value and utility. The idea that the
new necessarily outperforms and makes superfluous the old, Abramson argues, helps people come to terms
with modernity and capitalism’s fast-paced change. Obsolescence, then, gives an unsettling experience
purpose and meaning.

Belief in obsolescence, as Abramson shows, also profoundly affects architectural design. In the 1960s, many
architects worldwide accepted the inevitability of obsolescence, experimenting with flexible, modular
designs, from open-plan schools, offices, labs, and museums to vast megastructural frames and indeterminate
building complexes. Some architects went so far as to embrace obsolescence’s liberating promise to cast
aside convention and habit, envisioning expendable short-life buildings that embodied human choice and
freedom. Others, we learn, were horrified by the implications of this ephemerality and waste, and their
resistance eventually set the stage for our turn to sustainability—the conservation rather than disposal of
resources. Abramson’s fascinating tour of our idea of obsolescence culminates in an assessment of recent
manifestations of sustainability, from adaptive reuse and historic preservation to postmodernism and green
design, which all struggle to comprehend and manage the changes that challenge us on all sides.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Jenkins:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question because
just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this Obsolescence: An Architectural History to read.

Casey Larsen:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This Obsolescence: An Architectural History book is readable through you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding
Obsolescence: An Architectural History content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking
Obsolescence: An Architectural History is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Katie Johnson:

This book untitled Obsolescence: An Architectural History to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy
that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is
no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Julian Eaton:

This Obsolescence: An Architectural History is great guide for you because the content which is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it.
So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Obsolescence:
An Architectural History in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already
do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?
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