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In the second half of the eighteenth century, celebrated Swiss physician Samuel Auguste Tissot (1728-1797)
received over 1,200 medical consultation letters from across Europe and beyond. Written by individuals
seeking respite from a range of ailments, these letters offer valuable insight into the nature of physical
suffering. Plaintive, desperate, querulous, fearful, frustrated, and sometimes arrogant and self-interested in
tone, the letters to Tissot not only express the struggle of individuals to understand the body and its
workings, but also reveal the close connections between embodiment and politics. Through the process of
writing letters to describe their ailments, the correspondents created textual versions of themselves,
articulating identities shaped by their physical experiences. Using these identities and experiences as
examples, Sonja Boon argues that the complaints voiced in the letters were intimately linked to broader
social and political discourses of citizenship in the late eighteenth century, a period beset with concerns
about depopulation, moral depravity, and corporeal excess, and organized around intricate rules of propriety.
Contributing to the fields of literary criticism, history, gender and sexuality studies, and history of medicine,
Telling the Flesh establishes a compelling argument about the connections between health, politics, and
identity.
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From reader reviews:

Elisabeth McBee:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Telling the
Flesh: Life Writing, Citizenship, and the Body in the Letters to Samuel Auguste Tissot (McGill-
Queen’s/Associated Medical Services Studies in the History of Medicine, H) suitable to you? Typically the
book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled Telling the Flesh: Life Writing,
Citizenship, and the Body in the Letters to Samuel Auguste Tissot (McGill-Queen’s/Associated Medical
Services Studies in the History of Medicine, H)is the one of several books that everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Clayton Bruce:

The book Telling the Flesh: Life Writing, Citizenship, and the Body in the Letters to Samuel Auguste Tissot
(McGill-Queen’s/Associated Medical Services Studies in the History of Medicine, H) will bring you to the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Telling the Flesh: Life Writing, Citizenship,
and the Body in the Letters to Samuel Auguste Tissot (McGill-Queen’s/Associated Medical Services Studies
in the History of Medicine, H) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Helen Jackson:

The reserve with title Telling the Flesh: Life Writing, Citizenship, and the Body in the Letters to Samuel
Auguste Tissot (McGill-Queen’s/Associated Medical Services Studies in the History of Medicine, H)
posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That
book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read
it anywhere you want.

Clyde Traynor:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Telling the Flesh: Life Writing,
Citizenship, and the Body in the Letters to Samuel Auguste Tissot (McGill-Queen’s/Associated Medical
Services Studies in the History of Medicine, H) reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for



you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Telling
the Flesh: Life Writing, Citizenship, and the Body in the Letters to Samuel Auguste Tissot (McGill-
Queen’s/Associated Medical Services Studies in the History of Medicine, H) as good book not merely by the
cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with,
so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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