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The high school reunion occurs throughout the United States and cuts across differences in age, locality, and
ethnicity. This popular event is commonly thought of as a light-hearted social occasion or an exercise in
nostalgia that has little other significance in the lives of its participants. Drawing on candid personal
narratives derived from reunions ranging from the fifth to the fiftieth, this pathbreaking study demonstrates,
however, that for many Americans the high school reunion is a rich and often poignant experience.

Of particular interest is the fact that this ethnographic study was conducted by a Japanese anthropologist
trained in the United States, who offers a comparative perspective on high schools in the two countries. High
schools serve very different social purposes in Japan and the United States, and the ways people in the two
countries view their high school years differ accordingly.

The author examines the American high school reunion as a dramatic scene in the construction of self and
meaning in adulthood. During the high school reunion, Americans are thrown into a room full of mirrors in
which they are confronted by different visions of themselves. There they see images of their high school
selves filtered through the lights and shadows cast by classmates’ memories and projected against the
backdrop created by the lives of those classmates in the present day. Through an analysis of the multiple
reflections of self that emerge during reunions, the author shows how reunions afford people an occasion on
which to reevaluate their own memories and arrive at a new understanding of self. The American high school
reunion thus provides participants with a series of self-perceptions from which they can construct new
narratives of their own lives.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Beltran:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare time to
perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everybody
has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact just their can do which. It said
that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on jardín de infancia
until university need this particular A Room Full of Mirrors: High School Reunions in Middle America to
read.

Brandon Riddle:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but
if you want truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the
A Room Full of Mirrors: High School Reunions in Middle America is kind of reserve which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Mary Richards:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject A Room Full
of Mirrors: High School Reunions in Middle America suitable to you? Often the book was written by well
known writer in this era. The book untitled A Room Full of Mirrors: High School Reunions in Middle
Americais a single of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To
help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Richard Harden:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This A Room Full of Mirrors: High
School Reunions in Middle America is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train
in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the
e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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