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In A Splendor of Letters, Nicholas A. Basbanes continues the lively, richly anecdotal exploration of book
people, places, and culture he began in 1995 with A Gentle Madness (a finalist that year for the National
Book Critics Circle Award) and expanded in 2001 with Patience & Fortitude, a companion work that
prompted the two-time Pulitzer Prize–winning historian and biographer David McCullough to proclaim him
"the leading authority of books about books."

Basbanes now offers a consideration of the many pressing issues that surround the role of books in
contemporary society, such as the willful destruction of books and libraries in Sarajevo, Tibet, and
Cambodia, and the spirited efforts to restore them. The matter of "discards" at various libraries takes on an
entirely new dimension as well, with fully researched stories about the kind of attitudes that may lead to the
loss of “last copies” of important works.

In vivid detail, Basbanes examines the many materials that have been used over the centuries to record
information -- among them clay tablets, papyrus scrolls, slabs of stone, palm leaves, animal skins, and
hammered sheets of gold and copper. Also discussed are the various debates that continue to rage about
preservation, which may mean saving and storing books on paper indefinitely, or as electronic data, which
are by nature ephemeral.

In this beautifully packaged edition, Nicholas Basbanes brings to a close his wonderful trilogy on the
remarkable world of books and bibliophiles.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Allen:

The book A Splendor of Letters: The Permanence of Books in an Impermanent World make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a
book A Splendor of Letters: The Permanence of Books in an Impermanent World to be your habit, you can
get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or
all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a guide A Splendor of Letters: The
Permanence of Books in an Impermanent World. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Vincent Peck:

This A Splendor of Letters: The Permanence of Books in an Impermanent World are generally reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this A Splendor of Letters: The
Permanence of Books in an Impermanent World can be one of the great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that might be will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this A Splendor of Letters: The Permanence of Books in
an Impermanent World forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial
of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Betty Smith:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title A Splendor of
Letters: The Permanence of Books in an Impermanent World suitable to you? The particular book was
written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled A Splendor of Letters: The Permanence of
Books in an Impermanent Worldis a single of several books in which everyone read now. This book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that
you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Frederick Cagle:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book A Splendor of Letters: The Permanence of Books in an



Impermanent World it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can
buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is
not too expensive but this book features high quality.
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