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James D. Rice’s fresh study of the Potomac River basin begins with a mystery. Why, when the whole of the
region offered fertile soil and excellent fishing and hunting, was nearly three-quarters of the land uninhabited
on the eve of colonization? Rice wonders how the existence of this no man’s land influenced nearby Native
American and, later, colonial settlements. Did it function as a commons, as a place where all were free to
hunt and fish? Or was it perceived as a strange and hostile wilderness?

Rice discovers environmental factors at the center of the story. Making use of extensive archaeological and
anthropological research, as well as the vast scholarship on farming practices in the colonial period, he traces
the region’s history from its earliest known habitation. With exceptionally vivid prose, Rice makes clear the
implications of unbridled economic development for the forests, streams, and wetlands of the Potomac River
basin. With what effects, Rice asks, did humankind exploit and then alter the landscape and the quality of the
river’s waters?

Equal parts environmental, Native American, and colonial history , Nature and History in the Potomac
Country is a useful and innovative study of the Potomac River, its valley, and its people.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Robertson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Nature and History in the Potomac Country: From Hunter-Gatherers to the Age of Jefferson offer you a
new experience in examining a book.

Cynthia Briscoe:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This publication Nature and History in the Potomac Country: From Hunter-
Gatherers to the Age of Jefferson was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era
like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Clyde Miller:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and Nature and History in the Potomac Country: From
Hunter-Gatherers to the Age of Jefferson or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Nature and History in the Potomac Country: From Hunter-
Gatherers to the Age of Jefferson to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book
like this.

Jeanie Clark:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of
book Nature and History in the Potomac Country: From Hunter-Gatherers to the Age of Jefferson. You can
add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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