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James Kugel's The Bible As It Was (1997) has been welcomed with universal praise. Here now is the full
scholarly edition of this wonderfully rich and illuminating work, expanding the author's findings into an
incomparable reference work.

Focusing on two dozen core stories in the Pentateuch--from the Creation and Tree of Knowledge through the
Exodus from Egypt and journey to the Promised Land--James Kugel shows us how the earliest interpreters
of the scriptures radically transformed the Bible and made it into the book that has come down to us today.
Kugel explains how and why the writers of this formative age of interpretation--roughly 200 B.C.E. to 150
C.E.--assumed such a significant role. Mining their writings--including the Dead Sea Scrolls, works of Philo
and Josephus and letters of the Apostle Paul, and writings of the Apostolic Fathers and the rabbinic Sages--
he quotes for us the seminal passages that uncover this crucial interpretive process.

For this full-scale reference work Kugel has added a substantial treasury of sources and passages for each of
the 24 Bible stories. It will serve as a unique guide and sourcebook for biblical interpretation.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce McDonald:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Traditions of the
Bible: A Guide to the Bible As It Was at the Start of the Common Era is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Archie Beard:

The actual book Traditions of the Bible: A Guide to the Bible As It Was at the Start of the Common Era will
bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If
you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Traditions of the Bible: A Guide to
the Bible As It Was at the Start of the Common Era is much recommended to you to study. You can also get
the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Tammy Medina:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely Traditions of the Bible: A Guide to the Bible As It Was at the Start of the Common Era.

Arthur Daniel:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Traditions of the Bible: A
Guide to the Bible As It Was at the Start of the Common Era, you could enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout
men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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