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2011 Finalist for ForeWord Review's Book of the Year Award in Autobiography/Memoir

"A remarkably clear-eyed descent into New York's surreal world of modern dance peopled by the obsessed,
dispossessed, sexy, suicidal, brutal, broke, and absurd."—Lance Olsen, author of Nietzsche's Kisses

The award-winning writer Renée E. D'Aoust draws from her experiences as a modern dancer in New York
during the nineties. Her luminous prose spotlights this passionate, often brutal world. Trained at the
prestigious Martha Graham Center, D'Aoust intertwines accounts of her own and other dancers' lives with
essays on modern dance history. A dancer's body, scarred, strained, and tough, bears witness to the discipline
demanded by the art form. Body of a Dancer provides a powerful, acidly comic record of what it is to love,
and eventually leave, a life centered on dance.

"D'Aoust describes in great candor and plainspoken wit all the idiosyncrasies of dancers and their necessary
sacrifices: ""Leave home, leave country, forget secondary education, forget any guarantee of a stable income,
destroy naïve innocence about the body""—Shelf Awareness

"With exquisite description, absolute honesty, and a clear compelling voice, Body of a Dancer offers an
unforgettable account of one artist’s bittersweet journey."—Dinty W. Moore

Renée E. D'Aoust's essays have been featured as notable essays in Best American Essays in 2006, 2007, and
2009. Her nonfiction work has been included in the anthology Reading Dance, edited by Robert Gottlieb and
nominated for the Pushcart Prize. D'Aoust is the recipient of an NEA Dance Criticism
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From reader reviews:

Richard Cassidy:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just their can do
which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on jardín
de infancia until university need this kind of Body of a Dancer to read.

David Barthel:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Body
of a Dancer, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge
can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Oren Nelson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what sorts of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, and soon. The Body of a Dancer will give you new experience in reading through a book.

Opal Moffett:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Body of a Dancer when you essential it?
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