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Robert Winthrop Chanler: Discovering the Fantastic
In collaboration with Miami’s Vizcaya Museum and Gardens, a rediscovery of a lost figure of American
modernism—the early-twentieth-century American painter born into the Astor family, whose imagination
and patrician clientele provide a fascinating artistic and biographical saga.

American modernism is populated with a cast of extraordinary characters, but few were as exuberant as
Robert Winthrop Chanler, who made his artistic reputation with exotic and brilliantly colored lacquered
screens and architectural interiors whose compositions feature fantastical avian, jungle, and aquatic
creatures, many overlaid with iridescent metallic finishes. Chanler painted what entertained and interested
him, while attracting wealthy Gilded Age patrons and earning popular and critical acclaim at numerous
exhibitions—including the 1905 Salon d’Automne, the show featuring paintings by “les fauves,” with Henri
Matisse as their leader; and the legendary “International Exhibition of Modern Art” in New York City,
popularly known as the 1913 Armory Show. But, despite such a prolific career and a fascinating body of
work, Chanler quickly became an obscure figure after his death in 1930.

Robert Winthrop Chanler: Discovering the Fantastic is the first comprehensive examination in more than
eighty years of an artist who straddled the divide between fine and decorative art, defined notions of
originality and authorship during the birth of American modernism, and posthumously challenges twenty-
first century preservationists through his idiosyncratic techniques and unorthodox material choices.

Co-published with Vizcaya Museum and Gardens, which preserves Chanler’s fantastic undersea mural on
the swimming pool grotto ceiling of the historic estate, the book includes essays that explore major
commissions and conservation issues, all illustrated with new color photography, as well as a chronology and
exhibition history, making this the definitive study on an indelible American modernist.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Brown:

This Robert Winthrop Chanler: Discovering the Fantastic book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
Robert Winthrop Chanler: Discovering the Fantastic without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Robert Winthrop Chanler: Discovering the
Fantastic can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you
can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Robert Winthrop Chanler: Discovering the Fantastic
having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

William Pare:

The guide with title Robert Winthrop Chanler: Discovering the Fantastic includes a lot of information that
you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Scott Burnett:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Robert Winthrop Chanler: Discovering the Fantastic the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get just before. The Robert Winthrop Chanler: Discovering the Fantastic giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life
with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

James Koenig:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book Robert Winthrop Chanler: Discovering the Fantastic was filled in
relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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